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before us we saw an English lady running towards the
Mint, with her bare head in the sun, which had-now
come out in its strength. A gentleman in a buggy drove
past us, pulled in reins, the lady leaped into it, and they
dashed on to the place of refuge. On reaching the-
Mint we found most of the Europeans there before us.
I accosted a friend and said, " What does this mean ? "
He told us how the impression had gone out that the
enemy were on us, and how the panic might have been
prevented if information of the state of affairs had been
given. There was danger. The host coming against us
had, with characteristic procrastination, put off the attack
till the morning. To prevent their approach to the
city, every man and gun that could be spared were sent
out to meet them.
When we reached the Mint we heard the rumour that
Cawnpore had fallen. The report was not generally
believed, but it was true. We were only two hundred
miles from Cawnpore, and yet nine days had passed
before our hearing of its fall, and we then heard of
it only as a rumour.
The feeling of panic soon subsided, and as some in
their haste had taken something with them, it soon
looked as if we were a large improvised picnic party.
For a few hours all was quiet; but in the afternoon the
rattle of the musketry and the boom of the cannon told
us the battle had commenced. , Soon the news reached
us that the rebels were in flight, and that we were again
safe Till the news reached there was anxiety, but
there was little manifestation of it, except by the wives of
some of the soldiers, who were wringing their hands and
weeping bitterly. The night was spent by us in the
greatest discomfort, huddled together, lying in our day